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Section 2

Needs Assessment
The Demand for Parks, Recreation and Senior Services

Parks, Recreation and Senior Services contribute to the physical, mental, social and environmental
health and well being of the Des Moines Community. The formation of plans and policies for parks
and recreation development respond to a wide range of community interests and issues such as
population growth, quality of life, social behavior and the integrity of the natural and residential
environment.

Decisions responding to parks, recreation and senior services demand involve a determination of
what resources, facilities and programs or services are to be provided, service delivery
responsibilities, level of maintenance to be provided and the geographic distribution of recreation
assets within the community.

Factors relating to recreation demand, which may be applied to recreation planning areas and the
entire community are:

 Demographic characteristics of population

 Leisure interests or habits of population
 Recreation facility amenities and attractiveness of recreation facility
 Facility capacity
 Climate and seasonal influences

 Physical features and availability of facility
 Travel time, distance, convenience and transportation needs
 Recreation use fees or charges
 Public information regarding recreation services and parks
 Age or cultural appropriateness of activity
 Use regulations, control of behavior and safety

In order to facilitate information leading to an understanding of recreation demand, surveys of
citizen, business and recreation user groups were administered. The information and data
gathered from the research has been used to identify recreation activity interests and park facilities
needed by Des Moines citizens.

2.1 Surveys

Recreation Interests

Recreation interests have been identified as the result of a public participation process
involving a 21 member Ad Hoc Parks, Recreation and Senior Services Master Plan
Advisory Committee and community and business owners surveys.

Surveys were conducted by mail and were available on-line at the City’s website. The
organization and tabulation of the surveys were conducted by the Parks, Recreation and
Senior Services Department.
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Citizen/User Group Surveys

Three survey documents were prepared and administered to citizens of the City of Des Moines
and to Des Moines business owners. The surveys were designed to generate information
important to understanding recreation needs and level of demand for various program categories.
Complete survey documents and survey outcomes are in Appendix A.

A. The Citizens Survey conducted in March 2009 contained questions designed to generate
information regarding user interests, parks and program satisfaction, participation rates for various
indoor and outdoor recreation activities, and citizen knowledge of facility and program availability.

The following are the questions contained in the Citizens Survey document:
1. In which of the following Des Moines neighborhoods do you live?
2. Have you or members of your household visited any of the Des Moines parks or

facilities listed during the past year?
3. Please rate your satisfaction with the overall condition of the parks and facilities.
4. If $100 were available for you to spend on Des Moines parks and facilities, how

would you allocate the funds among the categories of funding listed?
5. If put on a voted ballot, would you support a Levy Lid Lift or the creation of a

Municipal Parks District to provide stable funding?
6. Have you or members of your household participated in any of the following

recreational programs and events offered by the City of Des Moines during the past
12 months?

7. Please rate your overall quality of experience with the recreational programs.
8. How many persons within each of the age categories, are currently living in your

household?
9. How would you describe the residence where you and your household live?
10. Which of the following best describes the race of the members of your household?
11. Which of the following best describes your household income?

B. The Des Moines Business Owners Survey was designed to generate information that would
aid in defining needs, level of service requirements and participation rates for various indoor and
outdoor recreation activities. The following are the questions contained in the Des Moines
Business Owner Survey conducted in November 2008.

1. Do you live in the city of Des Moines?
2. How many employees does your business employ?
3. Where do your employees live? Please estimate how many employees live within or outside

Des Moines city limits.
4. Have you or your employees visited any of the City of Des Moines parks or facilities

during the past year?
5. Have you or your employees participated in any recreational programs offered by the City

of Des Moines during the past 12 months?
6. Please check all of the ways you learn about the City of Des Moines recreation programs.
7. As a business owner, if $100 were available for Des Moines parks and facilities, how would you

Allocate the funds among the categories of funding listed?
8. If put on a voted ballot, would you support a levy of up to .75 per $1,000 of accessed property

value to fund the city’s parks, trails community center, pool, programs and services. Please
Check the highest amount you would approve.
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C. The User Groups Survey was designed to generate information that would aid in defining
needs, level of service requirements and participation rates by the many facility and field user
groups for various indoor and outdoor recreation activities. The following are the questions
contained in the User Group Survey conducted in March 2009.

1. Please print the official name of your organization, contact information and describe your
recreation program or activity on the following lines.

2. Does your organization primarily serve Des Moines residents or, is it part of a larger County
or State entity? Please place a check mark(s) on the blank following the statement best
describing your organization.

3. What is your local membership in 2008?
4. How many years has your organization existed in the Des Moines area?
5. Over the next five (5) years, do you expect your membership to grow or reduce in size?

Please check one of the following percentages you estimate your membership will grow or
decline over the next five (5) years:

6. Please circle those months in which your group is most active in recreation programs.
Check all that apply.

7. During which of the following times are your activities scheduled? Please check all that
apply.

8. Which of the following categories describes the primary focus of activities provided by your
organization? Please check all that apply.

9. Please list the recreation sites, parks or other facilities including schools, community
centers, churches or other locations your organization uses within the City of Des Moines.
Please list your primary site first. Also indicate the frequency of use and average number of
persons participating in activities at those sites on the appropriate blank. Please refer to the
attached Map and Legend provided when identifying Des Moines Facilities.

10. Please indicate the name and location of any facilities your organization uses that are
outside the City of Des Moines (within South King County). Again, please list your primary
site first.

11. Which of the following best describes your organization’s “need for” or “use of” Des Moines
parks and recreation facilities over the next five (5) years.

12. What type of outdoor facility needs does your group require? Please identify all facilities
your group would use if available in the Des Moines area:

13. What type of indoor facility needs does your group require? Please identify all facilities your
group would use if available in the Des Moines area:

14. Add any comments that would help the city of Des Moines serve your user-group better.

2.2 Demand Analysis

Information generated through the planning meetings and surveys has provided a
fundamental understanding of the view of user-groups, individuals, the general public,
business owners and their employees regarding parks, facilities and recreation program
needs. Such information has a bearing on the potential demand for recreation facilities and
the level of service that the City may wish to achieve.

Population data is distinguished by work day and overnight resident populations within the
city limits, populations that live adjacent to the city but are in the general recreation sphere
or planning area. Based on 2000 US Census data, the current household resident
population of the City of Des Moines is approximately 34,000. Visitor populations who come
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to the city from other communities for employment, as tourists, or travelers on business or
visiting families or those who came for specific recreational purposes such as sports
tournaments or access to Puget Sound and boating activities must also be recognized as
contributing to Des Moines recreational population.

2.3 Assessment of Needs

Recreation needs within the City of Des Moines are considered primarily on the basis of the
ratio of park land in terms of acres per 1,000 population. Goal 6-01-06 of the City of Des
Moines Comprehensive Plan Chapter 6: Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element
establishes as an acceptable level of service standard 6.5 acres per 1,000 for the ratio park
land to population. An additional consideration is recreation demand compared to
recreation categories and age groups, as described through public input and participation
rates. These factors significantly influence a determination of needs and the allocation of
recreation resources. The third consideration is the classification of parks and their related
facility development standards, and allocation or distribution of sites throughout the City.

Since needs are a function of land in relation to population, it is appropriate to first identify
the existing park resources in comparison to population within recreation planning areas of
the City. The following table summarizes developed city park acres, conservancy acres
with recreational features and undeveloped conservancy and ROW acres in relation to the
populations assigned to neighborhood planning areas as defined by 2000 census data.

Table 2-1
City of Des Moines

6.5 Acres per 1,000 Population Ratio

Planning Area

2000 Census
Population
by Area

Developed
City Park
Acres

Conservancy &
ROW Acres w/
Recreational
Features

Undeveloped
Conservancy &
ROW Acres

6.5 Ac./
1,000 Pop.

-Below or
+Above
6.5 Acres
Standard

Priority 1
Master
Plan
Proposed
Acres

North Hill 5,069 1.4 .14 0 32.95 Acres (30.15)

North Central 60 21.6
22.52

0 3.9 Acres +40.17

Downtown 1,117 31.82
0

.81 7.15 Acres +25.48

Central Des Moines 7,297 9.14 23.93 0 47.43 Acres (14.31)

Pacific Ridge 2,932 1.58 0 0 19.06 Acres (17.48) .8

Zenith 4,267 5.75
.17

0 27.74 Acres (21.82)
5.5

South Des Moines 4,793 4.04
0

29.86 31.16 Acres +2.74

Woodmont West 1,734 0 0 9.98 11.28 Acres
(1.3)

10

Woodmont East 5,140 0 0 8.19 33.41 Acres (25.22) 2.2

Redondo 1,567 6.18
0

4.38 10.19 Acres +.37 10.9

Totals

33,976
Census
Population

81.51-
CityDev.
Acres

46.76
Dev. Cons.
Acres

53.22
Undev. Cons.
Acres 224.27Acres

(41.52) 29.4
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The actual 2009 City of Des Moines population is 29,270 and it is expected that by 2030
the City will have a population of 36,680. Of the total 181.49 existing acres of park land
previously noted in Section 1, it is estimated that 128.27acres are accessible for recreation
purposes, 7.2 or those acres are leased through Interlocal Agreements and 53.22 is
undeveloped conservancy or ROW land resulting in an acres-per-1,000 population ratio
of 6.1. When construction is completed on pending Subdivision park projects, the City
will gain approximately 8 additional park acres resulting in an acres-per-1,000 population
ratio of 6.3 when the additional population growth is included in the calculations.

Many of the Priority One acquisition and development projects proposed in the 2010
Master Plan are dependent on population and/or business growth over the next 10 to 20
year period. .

 Allocation of Recreation Assets

The fundamental need of the City is to acquire suitable land for the development of
recreation assets which includes facilities and site amenities that serve the following
recreation categories:

 League Sports
 Individual Sports & Fitness
 General Recreation Activities
 Trails & Pathways
 Historical & Cultural Activities
 Special Events, Festivals & Concerts
 Senior Citizens Activities
 Youth and Family Activities
 Waterfront Activities
 Aquatics
 Special Populations Activities
 Tourism & Enterprise Activities

 Allocation of Land by Planning Area

The City is organized into 10 recreation planning areas (see Table 2.1). Each area has a
population that is fully established or growing at different rates (see Table 2.2). This factor
must be monitored carefully in order to track the needs as development or redevelopment
occurs and new resident populations are realized.

The allocation of recreation land by planning area is a valid element in determining
recreation needs. There are severe limitations as to available land in all but four of the
city’s planning areas. The allocation of park lands, as a measure for distribution of
recreation assets throughout the City, should be considered as a guideline only. Land use
characteristics, including housing, commercial and institutional forms of development differ
area by area. Also there are established natural and man-made features which create a
pattern of development that reinforces the existing character of neighborhoods and future
growth patterns. The actual allocation of park lands will depend upon the availability of land
and opportunities for acquisition, dedication, joint-use agreements, easements and
interlocal agreements.
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2.4 Levels of Service

The City of Des Moines will continue to depend heavily upon existing park and facility sites
and schools for land and facility resources to provide recreational opportunities for its
populations. Because of the environmental factors and limited south King County facilities,
Des Moines waterfront and active parks serve populations of a relatively broad
geographical area, including populations that reside in neighboring jurisdictions.

For this reason, Des Moines city park classifications should be structured in size to serve
more complex population demands. They may be in areas of dense residential or
commercial development. City parks typically offer activities that meet a wide range of
interests as described in recreation categories previously identified.

 Role of City Parks

City parks and recreation services are the most flexible of the public recreation service
providers. The Department may modify its role to fit a particular situation, fill the needs of
resident and visitor populations and adapt to unique recreation opportunities or demands
within its boundaries based on resource availability, interlocal opportunity, public demand
and overall needs.

The City of Des Moines Parks, Recreation and Senior Services Department has advanced
its services program to a point of addressing a number of recreational needs of the
community. However, its physical resource capacity to serve local populations is deficient
and should be strengthened. Thus it is useful to develop administrative tools for planning
or development activities. There are seven different roles that Des Moines plays in the
spectrum of public recreation facilities:

1. Mini Parks

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Community Parks/Sports Complexes

4. Regional Parks

5. Special Use Parks/Waterfront Parks

6. Conservancy Parks

7. Trails & Pathways, ROW Streetscapes and Entryways
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2.5 Park Classification Standards

Classification of parks establishes several essential elements for park land requirements
based on population ratios and the types of recreational uses and services to be provided.
These elements include a) orientation, b) function and c) space, design and planning areas.

A particular park may be oriented to the needs of a single local neighborhood or combined
larger neighborhoods, or city-wide uses. The physical improvements of a park should
respond to the preferences or needs of citizens. Space, design and planning areas
establish early definition of the location of parks, accessibility, service distances to
populations and the amenities to be provided. The following describes the park
classifications for the City of Des Moines which is modified from the NRPA standards to fit
the needs of the City.

Mini Park

1. Definition Summary: A play lot, playground, or plaza provides space for parental supervised
recreation of toddlers and young children within a neighborhood or as part of larger
neighborhood or community parks and urban centers including retail shopping areas.

2. Size Objectives: 1 acre.
3. Planning Area Objectives: Generally within a neighborhood of a 1/4 mile radius or population of

1,000 – 3,000. However playgrounds may be included in parks that serve a larger population or
service area.

4. Location Objectives: Located in protected areas with separation from street traffic yet in areas
with high visibility; serving local neighborhoods and adjoining schools, libraries or police and fire
facilities.

 Population ratio to acreage: 1.0 to 3.0 ac/1,000

 Orientation: Small geographic areas, sub-neighborhood or neighborhoods, when combined
with larger park unit. Serves youth in ages ranging from toddlers to 12 years
with adult supervision. Mini Parks also serve important needs in City business
districts and inner City areas where a mix of commercial and recreation activity
is desired.

 Function: Provides outdoor play experiences for the young under parental supervision.
Generates neighborhood communication and provides opportunity for diversion
from work and domestic chores. Promotes neighborhood solidarity.

 pace,
Design &
Planning
Area:

The size of a Mini Park may range from as small as .5. to 1.5 acres. *The
amenities are generally sand play areas, play apparatus, play equipment and
other special child-oriented features with sanitation accommodations. The
service radius in terms of distance from population served is limited to less than
1/4 mile or within a super block space unless the playground is incorporated
into a larger park.

*(Note: Stand alone play lots require more land area than play lots
incorporated in larger parks.)
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Neighborhood Recreation Parks

1. Definition Summary: A neighborhood park by size, program and location provides space and
recreation activities for the immediate neighborhood in which it is located. It is considered an
extension of a neighborhood resident's “out-of-yard” and outdoor use area.

2. Size Objectives: Up to 10 acres.
3. Planning Area Objectives: Generally up to a ½ mile radius, but actually defined by collector

street patterns which form the limits of neighborhood planning area. Population served may
range up to 5,000.

4. Location Objectives: Centrally located for equitable pedestrian access within a definable
neighborhood planning area. Adjoining or adjacent to an elementary, middle school or high
school, if possible.

5. Program Objectives: Element compatible with the neighborhood setting and park site
constraints. Generally including the following, which are determined with public input as to use
and activities:
a. Parking for ten 10 to 20 spaces.

1) On street is acceptable if negative impact to residential units can be mitigated. On-site
parking is preferable as a planning objective.

2) Bike racks with Class II trail connections where possible.
b. Restrooms

1) Men's restroom with one (1) water closet, one (1) urinal and one (1) lavatory.
2) Women's restroom with two (2) water closets and one (1) lavatory.
3) Utility and minimum park janitorial storage space.

c. Play Lot/Children's Play Area
d. Family Event Group Picnic Facility
e. Informal Family Picnic Area with Benches and Tables
f. Unstructured Turf Grass Play Area/Play or Practice Field for Children, Young Adults and

Families.
g. Sport Facilities - Compatible with Neighborhood Setting and Park Site Constraints.

1) Basketball: half court, full court or tri-court configuration
2) Volleyball area
3) Softball field/soccer practice or game overlay
4) Other features as desirable site conditions allow

 Population ratio to acreage: 2.5ac./1,000

 Orientation: Serves all age groups with an emphasis on youth and families in neighborhood
settings.

 Function: To provide a combination of active recreation and passive activities, both
outdoor and indoor facilities, and special features as required or needed.

 Space,
Design &
Planning
Area:

A minimum size of 2.0 to 5.0 acres with amenities which include sports
facilities, picnic, swim, cultural activities, arts, crafts and individual passive
activities.

The park should primarily serve a defined neighborhood area population of
2,000 up to 10,000. Distance will vary depending on urban development
pattern, zoning and densities in the respective neighborhoods being served.
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Community Parks

1. Definition Summary: A Community Park by size, program and location provides space and
recreation activities for the entire City or significant geographic segment of the City’s population.

2. Size Objectives: Usually more than 15 acres, desirable size 25 + acres.
3. Planning Area Objectives: Generally a 3 mile radius within the City and adjacent neighborhoods

outside of City limits.
4. Location Objectives: Centrally located if planned to serve a particular geographic segment of the

City. Located adjoining or immediately adjacent to a collector street providing community wide
vehicular access reducing neighborhood traffic impacts. Connected with Class II on-street
and/or off-street community trail and bike lane system. Adjoining or adjacent to an elementary,
middle or high school if possible.

5. Program Objectives: Elements which fulfill the overall community park space and recreation
program demands. Compatible with the community setting and park site constraints. Generally
may include the following facilities:
a. Off-street parking calculated to satisfy demand of park and recreation activities provided.

Includes bike racks and public transit station at the site and both on-site and street parking.
b. Restrooms

1) Accommodating level of park and recreation activities provided and number of people
served. Restrooms should be located within 500 L.F. of each other.

c. Community/Senior Recreation Building.
d. Park Maintenance & Equipment Storage Building.
e. Play Lot/Children's Play Area
f. Group Picnic Shelters
g. Family Picnic Facilities
h. Sport/recreation facility fulfilling the overall City demand. Appropriate program elements

include:
1) Community Pool/Water Feature
2) Soccer Fields
3) Softball, Little League Baseball, Junior Pony League Baseball
4) Football
5) Roller Hockey/Skate Board Area
6) Tennis courts
7) Basketball courts
8) Amphitheater/Performing Arts
9) Volleyball (indoor and outdoor)

10) Jogging/Walking Trails
11) Other facilities as desirable and park site plan permissible
12) Concessions (Food and Beverage)

 Population Ratio to acreage: (varies) 3.5 ac/1,000

 Orientation: Multi-purpose community-wide recreation resource serving the needs of most
or all of the population.

 Function: Provides opportunities for indoor and outdoor recreation of a diverse mix of
uses and experiences including walking and bicycling trails, amphitheaters,
sports, swimming, passive areas and special use areas.

 Space,
Design &
Planning
Area:

The minimum space for a community park is more than 15 acres in size. The
facilities may provide for some sports activities, however, an emphasis is on
passive cultural and community centers with recreational programming and
organized activities. The community park may serve populations within a 3-5
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mile radius.

Sports Fields/Complexes

 Population ratio to acreage: 4.0 to 6.0 ac/1,000

 Orientation: Serves needs of multi-neighborhood and/or area and community wide
populations. Supplies structured or organized sports activities including youth
and adult leagues, individual sports, competitive events and special events.
May be included in a larger Metro/Community Park.

 Function: To accommodate youth and adult requirements for sports participation at the
training and competition and in some cases Olympic levels of amateur sports
activities.

 Space,
Design &
Planning
Area:

Space requirements will vary depending on level of sports interests and
population demand. Size of sports field is 15 acres minimum and generally
serves populations within a 3-5 mile radius. Other amenities may be included
which will expand the 15 acres to a larger land area.

Regional Parks

Definition Summary: Area of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor recreation, such as picnicking,
boating, fishing, swimming, camping, and trail uses, may include play areas.

2. Size Objectives: 90 + acres.

3. Planning Area Objectives: 5.0 to 10.0 ac./1,000

4. Location Objectives: within one-hour driving time.

5. Program Objectives: Generally 80 % of land is reserved for conservation and natural
resource and 20% is used for recreation development.
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Special Use Parks

Definition Summary: A Special Use Park or facility is considered a revenue-generating enterprise
created to satisfy the demand for a particular sport, recreational or event activity. The Special
Use Park may be a public developed and administrated facility but is most likely a private sector
joint enterprise with a local agency.

2. Size Objective: Actual size is determined by market demand and special uses or recreation
programs being facilitated to serve market needs.

3. Planning Area Objectives: Community or area-wide and determined by the marketability of
special events or use activity being facilitated.

4. Location Objectives: Determined by the property opportunity, planning area and size objectives.
5. Program Objectives: Special Use Parks require facility programming that is market driven and

based on community planning objectives for the privatization of recreation services. The
magnitude and type of special use facilities may include:
a. Water Play Park/Swimming Pool
b. Amphitheater
c. Festival/ Swap Meet/Farmers Market
d. Sports Complex
e. Family Fitness/Entertainment Center
f. Skate Board/In-line Hockey Park
g. Golf Course/ Driving Range
h. Marina/ Boat Launch
i. Resort/Conference Center
j. Historic District

 Population ratio to size: varies

 Orientation: Provides special event activities to all age groups within a given market/user
range for which the special use park is focused.

 Function: Special events, fairs, festivals, expositions, symposiums, community
gatherings, ethnic/cultural celebrations, plays and numerous other activities
which draw spectator and participants to a specific location.

 Space,
Design &
Planning
Area:

The minimum size for special parks varies depending on intent of use and
programming. Accommodates major parking space, audiences, performance
areas and multi-use areas. Serves a population 10 to 50 miles or greater drive
distance.
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Trails & Pathways

1. Definition Summary: Trails and pathways vary in purpose, design and use depending on the
location of the trail and its linkage to other use areas or destinations. The typical users are
pedestrians and bicyclists. Other users of trails or bike lanes and walkways, especially in urban
areas, are in-line skaters, skate boarders, people in wheelchairs and others who may have
specialized trail or pathway needs. The major distinction of users are commuters as compared
to recreational.

2. Size Objectives: 4ft. - 12 ft. width sufficient to provide safe conditions for user applications (on
road off-road, bike lane, sidewalk, asphalt, gravel or natural pathway.

3. Planning Area Objectives: .6 mile/1,000 population for local trails.

4. Location Objectives: serving local neighborhoods and adjoining recreation and civic facilities such
as schools, libraries or police and fire facilities.

5. Program Objectives: Variable, bicycle trails have a set of classifications (Class I, II, III and IV)
which determines use and design considerations such as hard surfaces, widths, signage and
lane configuration. Multi-use trail systems are designed to be accessible to a predetermined
class of users. Access points to and from neighborhoods, to parks, civic centers and roadways
are important elements in trail access and design.

 Class I Trail: Class I Trails are Regional Trail facilities with exclusive rights of ways for the
principal use of pedestrians and human-powered wheeled vehicles. Class I Trails are typically
physically separated from roads and streets and have their own physical corridor of use. Class I
Trail bike lane width standard is 12’ wide.

 Class II Trail: A Class II Trail is a two-way striped bike lane on one side of the road within the
paved area of the road for the preferential use of bicyclists. Class II Trail bike lane widths vary from
5’-8’ wide.

 Class IIA Trail: A Class IIA Trail is a one-way striped bike lane on both sides of the road with the
direction of travel being the same as the motorist. Bike lane width should be 5’ minimum.

 Class III Trail: Class III Bikeways or bike routes occur on public Right-of-Ways and share the
roadway with motorized vehicles. Bike routes are established along routes not served by bike
paths or bike lanes. Bike routes are established by placing Bike Route Signing along the public
street/highway.

 Class IV Trail: Natural Pedestrian Trail is a 4’-6’ foot wide unpaved trail (boardwalk, crushed rock,
wood chips, bark mulch, etc.) designed for low use/impact in natural areas.

Conservancy Parks

1. Definition Summary: Open space and conservation lands are typically a mandated element of
the City’s Comprehensive Plan which includes parks, recreation and open space. However, the
orientation of open space and conservation or nature parks is based on principles of resource
preservation instead of recreation use activities.

The resource is visual or interpretive, meaning that such lands preserve scenic sites, cultural or
historical sites, view corridors and provide visual relief from urban development through natural
terrain or vegetation. Such lands, or waterways, are or become fish and wildlife habitat and as
such may be used for nature study and the interpretation of eco-systems on the basis of limited
human access for observation purposes.

2. Size Objective: Open Space/Conservation or Nature Parks have no definitive size objectives as
do parks for recreation activities. Open space lands are typically mandated by zoning ordinance
evolved from the Comprehensive Plan wherein a certain percent of the land to be developed is
retained in “open space.” Other open space lands may occur as a result of utility easements or
view easements.
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Table 2-2

Park Classification Standards

FACILITY ACRES/1000 SITE SERVICE
____CLASSIFICATION POPULATION SIZE AREA______

Mini Parks 1 - 3 1Ac. 0.25 miles

Neighborhood Parks 2.5 Up to 10 Ac. 0.5 miles

Community Parks 3.5 over 15 Ac. 3-5 miles

Sports Fields/Complexes 4-6 over 15 Ac. 3-5 miles

Regional Parks varies varies Up to 1 hour drive

Conservancy Parks varies varies varies

Special Use Parks varies varies ½ - 1 ½ hour drive

Trails & Pathways .6 Mi. varies varies

Streetscapes/Entryways varies varies N/A______

SOURCE: Adapted from NRPA Standards (1995 Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway guidelines)
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Table 2-3

NRPA Recreation Facilities Standards

RECREATIONAL FACILITY STANDARD/ EXISTING CITY EXISTING OTHER TOTAL
TYPE 1000 POPULATION FACILITIES FACILITIES

Community Center 1/15,000 2 0 2

Swimming Pool 1/20,000 0 1 1

Soccer Field w/o Lights 1/10,000 1 7* 8

Soccer Fields w/ Lights 1/20,000 0 1 1

Adult Softball Fields w/o Lights 1/3,000 0* 2* 2

Adult Softball Fields w/Lights 1/6,000 3 0 0

Adult Baseball Fields w/o Lights 1/5,000 0 1* 1

Adult Baseball Fields w/ Lights 1/30,000 1* 0 1

Youth Softball Fields w/o Lights 1/5,000 1* 8 9

Youth Softball Fields w/Lights 1/6,000 4* 0 4

Youth Baseball Fields w/o Lights 1/5,000 1* 2* 3

Youth Baseball Fields w/ Lights 1/30,000 1* 0 1

Play Equipment 1/2,000 6* 7 13

Play Fields 1.5 Ac./1,000 5* 7 12

Amphitheater
Track

1 Ac./25,000
1/20,000

0
0

0
4

0
4

Archery/Shooting Range 1/50,000 0 0 0

Shuffleboard 1/10,000 0 0 0

Badminton 1/5,000 1* 0 1

Handball/Racquetball Court 1/20,000 0 0 0

Field Hockey 1/10,000 0 0 0

Football Field 1/20,000 1* 1* 2

Basketball/Sport Court (outdoor)
Basketball Court (indoor)

1/5,000
1/5,000

4
1

8
11*

12
12

Swimming Pool 1/20,000 0 1 1

Gymnasium (public) 1/50,000 1 0 1

Gymnasium (school) 1/5,000 0 11* 11

Picnic Facilities 1/5,000 4 0 4

9-Hole Golf Course 9-hole/25,000 0 0 0

18-Hole Golf Course
Driving Range

18-hole/50,000
1/50,000

0
0

0
0

0
0

Tennis Courts 1/2,000 2 8 10

Trails .5 Mi./1,000 3.85 Mi. NA 3.85 Mi.

Volleyball Courts 1/5,000 1* 11* 12*

Roller Hockey/Skateboard 1/20,000 1 0 1

________________________________________________________________________________
*Duplicate and multi use facilities that meet various user demands or field types
SOURCE: NRPA Standards, City of Des Moines Park & Recreation Department

The above National Recreation and Park standards may be a factor when considering
acquisition of land, planning and design processes for parks development and recreation
services.
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2.6 Needs Statement

Park and recreational facility needs have been determined from the foregoing public
participation information, resource/demand analysis based on future residential household
and business employment growth and level of service evaluation.

Des Moines along with the rest of the region is expected to grow – in population and in
employment. A key step in forecasting the future need for parks and facilities was to
forecast households and employment based on the City’s planned land use for 2022.
As identified in the Des Moines Comprehensive Plan by year 2022, employment is
expected to increase by 2,555 while households will increase by 1,576. The City’s parks
and facilities are likely to be impacted by the growth.

It is assumed that much of the employment growth during the next 20 years will occur
north of South 216th Street in the Des Moines Creek Business Park. Along Pacific
Highway South, the Pacific Ridge Neighborhood, with its potential for high density
apartments and condos, shows the greatest potential for household growth. Based on
the formulas established by the 2001-2005 King County Buildable Lands analysis and
the current trends for mixed-use development, the downtown area has the capacity to
accommodate an additional 510 housing units and 720 jobs.

Addressing growth impacts and expressed needs will require a coordinated effort for
acquisition and development with City departments, Interlocal partners and private
developers New acquisition and development projects proposed in the 2010 Master Plan
reflect needs due to population and/or business growth over the next 20 years.

Specific design requirements for each park type will depend on available land and site
conditions, public need and design/development standards. For example, play equipment
or sports facilities may be included in either Neighborhood Parks or Community Parks, or
may be a portion of land use designated for Special Use Parks.

The 2010 Parks, Recreation and Senior Services Master Plan lists and prioritizes specific
acquisition, development and repair and replacement projects identified through this
process in the following Section 3, “Parks, Recreation and Senior Services Development
Objectives”.

Table 2-4
Residential Growth Target for Year 2022

20 Year Housing
Target1992-2012

New Units1993 –2003 Remaining Target Adopted Household
Growth Target 2001-2022

2192 616 1576 1576
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Table 2-5
Employment Growth Target for Year 2022

Source: Des Moines Comprehensive Plan Appendix B: City of Des Moines Buildable Lands Report (2002-2012) and
Household Growth Targets (2002 – 2022)

2.7 Des Moines Comprehensive Transportation Plan-
2009 Recommended On-Street Bikeway Network

The bikeway system proposed in the 2009 Des Moines Comprehensive Transportation
Plan (CTP), when fully implemented, will provide 23.5 miles of bikeways, a
comprehensive system for the City of Des Moines. The City will pursue opportunities to
implement projects through routine resurfacing, restriping, or development projects as
they arise. The listing of bicycle projects is based on the following four criteria:

 Activity Centers: The project is near existing and planned activity centers such as parks,
schools, employment centers, and shopping centers.

 Connectivity: The project provides connections to existing bicycle facilities, activity
centers, or closes a gap in the existing bikeway network.

 Regional Access: The project provides access to regional trails, bikeways in adjacent
cities, across freeways, or to transit stops.

 Relative Ability to Implement: The project can be implemented based on the amount of
roadwork and coordination needed.

The CTP recommended bikeway network should be reevaluated every five years. Table
5- 2 below details the on-street projects by priority. Additional bicycle and pedestrian
planning recommendations are in the Des Moines Comprehensive Transportation Plan
Chaper 5- Pedestrians and Bicyclists.

Table 2-6
City of Des Moines

Recommended Bikeway Network Projects

Project Name From -To Length_
16th Ave South Bike Lanes South 250th Street- South 260th Street 0.65 Mi.
24th Place South Bike Lanes South 208th Street -Kent-Des Moines Rd. 1.38 Mi.
South 224th Street Bike Lanes 24th Avenue South -Eastern City Limits 0.44 Mi.
South 240th Street Bike Lanes Marine View Drive South,- Pacific Hwy S. 1.26 Mi.
South 216th Street Bike Lanes Marine View Drive South -I-5 1.57 Mi.
30th Avenue South Bike Lanes Kent-Des Moines Road -South 231st St. 1.10 Mi.
Kent-Des Moines Rd. Bike Lanes Marine View Drive South -Pacific Hwy S. 1.83 Mi.
Dock Street Bike Lanes South 227th Street -Cliff Avenue South 0.53 Mi.
DM Memorial Drive So. Bike Lanes South 216th Street-South 200th Street 1.23 Mi.
16th Avenue South Pacific Hwy S.-South 272nd Street 0.44 Mi.
Bicycle Rt. Network & Wayfinding Signs Citywide 13.0

Net New Jobs 20 yr. Job Target Remaining Job
Target

Job Capacity Surplus or Deficit
in Relation to
Target

569 2,555 1,986 1,931 (55)


