


WA St. Const., Art. 2           WA St. Const., Art. 3            WA St. Const., Art. 4



• Judge has a legal and ethical 
obligation to administer justice 
according to the law, without fear 
or favor.

• Judicial independence fosters 
public confidence in the 
administration of justice.

• Judge has the authority to rule 
upon the constitutionality of local 
ordinances.





WA State Supreme Court

Washington State Court of Appeals

Superior Court
(General Jurisdiction)

District Court
(Limited Jurisdiction)

Municipal Court
(Limited Jurisdiction)

Judicial Branch - Washington State







RCW 39.34.180(1):  “Each county, city, and town is 
responsible for the prosecution, adjudication, sentencing, 
and incarceration of misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor 
offenses committed by adults in their respective jurisdiction. 
. . and must carry out these responsibilities through the use 
of their own courts, staff, and facilities . . .” 

RCW 3.50.080:  “All costs of operating the municipal court . . . 
shall be paid wholly out of the funds of the City . . . “

Funding of Municipal Courts
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Incident:
- Police Response

- Investigation
- Arrest

Case Initiation:
- Charging Decision

- Criminal 
Complaint Filed  
with the Court

Arraignment 
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Defendant Pleads 
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Pre-Trial Hearing:
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- Investigation
- Consultation

Defendant Sets 
for Trial 
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Defendant Changes 
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