
  
AMENDED AGENDA 

 
DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
City Council Chambers 

21630 11th Avenue S, Des Moines, Washington 
 

March 26, 2020 – 5:00 p.m. 

 
NOTE: The City of Des Moines is currently operating under a Proclamation of Emergency 
issued on March 5, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. Gatherings of more than 
ten people are discouraged in order to stem the spread of the virus. As a result, the City 
Council will be suspending Public Comment during Council meetings and will be limiting 
the business conducted to essential matters only. Public Comment is still encouraged 
but will only be accepted in writing, either by email to the City Clerk at 
bwilkins@desmoineswa.gov or by mail; Attn: City Clerk, 21630 11th Avenue S., Des 
Moines WA  98198.  City Council meetings will remain open to the public but can also be 
viewed live on Comcast Channel 21 or live streamed on the City’s website at 
www.desmoineswa.gov.  
 
All written Public Comment will be entered into the record and be available for review on 
the City’s website. Consistent with state law, Public Comment will be allowed during the 
Council Meeting for any matters requiring a public hearing.  
 

COVID-19 HEALTH SCREENING WILL TAKE PLACE FOR THOSE ATTENDING ALL 
COUNCIL MEETINGS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – 20 minutes 
Please Note: Public comment will be limited to 20 minutes.  If time allows, we will resume public 
comment at the end of our meeting after all official business has been conducted. 
 
BOARD & COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS – 30 minutes 
 
PRESIDING OFFICER’S REPORT 

     
ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
 Item 1:   EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND THE VALUE OF THE  
     EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION INCLUDED IN THE CONSENT  
     AGENDA 
 
 

mailto:bwilkins@desmoineswa.gov
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/


CONSENT CALENDAR 
Page 3  Item 1:  APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS 

Motion is to approve for payment vouchers and payroll transfers 
through March 19, 2020 included in the attached list and further 
described as follows: 

    Total A/P Checks/Vouchers #160262-160459 $1,515,561.24 
    Electronic Wire Transfers #        1406-1406 $            57.00 
    Electronic Wire Transfers #        1413-1428 $   799,031.76 
    Payroll Checks  #    19361-19368 $       4,552.61 
    Payroll Direct Deposit  #100001-100191 $   381,451.67 
    Payroll Checks  #    19369-19372 $       5,791.96 
    Payroll Direct Deposit  #120001-120179 $   366,740.11 
 
    Total Checks and Wires for A/P and Payroll:   $3,073,186.35 
 
Page 5  Item 2:  COVID-19 EMERGENCY DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 Motion is to approve Draft Resolution 20-020 accepting findings of 
fact and ratifying and confirming the City Manager’s Proclamation 
of Emergency on March 5, 2020, in the City of Des Moines due to 
the novel coronavirus disease 2019. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
   
NEXT MEETING DATE 
    April 9, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Roles and Responsibilities Of 
Emergency Management

• Roles and responsibilities are defined in national emergency management 
protocols established in the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 
and Incident Command System (ICS). These are designed at the federal level 
in order to standardize response and recovery efforts from an emergency 
situation. They establish an operational command and control response.

• Elected bodies have specific duties in this system, and it is vital that Council, 
acting as a whole, understand them and perform them. 

• Council duties are as follows:
• The primary duty of the City Council as a body, is to approve specific ordinances 

required for response and recovery from an incident. These would include: 
Disaster Declaration
Evacuation Orders
State of Emergency (the Council will be ratifying this Proclamation tonight) 
Protective Ordinances (ordinances necessary to protect life and property during an emergency)



Roles and Responsibilities Of 
Emergency Management

• The City Council and individual Councilmember do not have an operational role or 
administrative role in day to day emergency response actions.

• The second duty of the Council and individual Councilmembers is to support the Public 
Information Officer (PIO) in delivering an accurate and consistent message generated by the 
Emergency Operations Center to the residents of Des Moines . This message is not an 
individual Councilmember message but consistent with the information and protocols 
established by the PIO (in this instance coming from our first responders).

• Another duty is to consider and approve ordinances related to budgetary requirements for 
response and recovery – these budget amendments typically are approved by City Council 
after the fact, especially in a fast moving incident. It is anticipated that this current 
emergency will require budget amendments, which will be presented to the Council at the 
necessary time. 

• One very important consideration is that the City Finance Department accurately record 
City resources directed to respond to this emergency as the City may qualify to receive 
federal or state funds as reimbursement for actions taken to address the emergency. 

• Finally, the Council is tasked with advocating other elected bodies for resources the City of 
Des Moines requires for response to, and recovery from, an incident as determined by City 
Council, with input from the Emergency Management team. 

• Not all of these duties apply in every emergency, subject to the nature of the emergency.  



COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

Since February 12, 2020 (6 weeks ago) the following documents and information have been sent to the Council by 
the administration to inform you of our response to the coronavirus.



COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 



COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 



COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 



Vic Pennington, Fire Chief; South King Fire & Rescue
Ken Thomas, Police Chief; City of Des Moines Police Department 
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