AGENDA

DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
City Council Chambers
21630 11" Avenue South, Des Moines

January 28, 2016 — 7:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

CORRESPONDENCE

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

PRESIDING OFFICER’'S REPORT

ADMINISTRATION REPORT

CONSENT AGENDA
Page 1 Item 1:

Page 7 Item 2:

Page 9 Item 3:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion is to approve the minutes from the December 17, 2015 regular City
Council meeting.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
Motion is to approve for payment vouchers and payroll transfer included in the
attached list and further described as follows:

Total A/P Checks/Vouchers #145591-145736 $1,302,238.81
Payroll Checks #18752-18756 $ 5,422.23
Payroll Direct Deposit #30001-30165 $ 289,201.86

Total Certified Wire Transfers, Voids, A/P and Payroll Vouchers: $1,596,862.90

ARTS COMMISSION APPOINTMENT

Motion is to confirm the Mayoral appointment of Sheri Verberg to a three year
term on the City of Des Moines Arts Commission effective immediately and
expiring on December 31, 2018.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

POTENTIAL LITIGATION UNDER RCW 42.30.110
e 30 Minutes

NEXT MEETING DATE
February 4, 2016 City Council Study Session

ADJOURNMENT
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Good Evening

| am Don Carmignani. My wife Beverly and | are residents of Wesley Gardens across the street,
and | am here to show you why | think you should re-consider the permit you issued to Wesley
for the demolition of all the present buildings on the present campus and the reconstruction of
a totally new campus.

We moved here April 21 last year because this apartment was ideal for us: close to elevator,
dining room, community kitchen (next door), mailbox, and all amenities. The view from here is
spectacular! We have a large 2-bedroom apartment with a bath and a half—everything we
need! | have Parkinson’s and my wife has COPD and heart problems. Both of us are in frail
health.

After a stressful and expensive move to Wesley Gardens, we had counted on this being our last
move. However, we were soon to find out about the impending demolition and rebuilding of
the entire Gardens area, including our 5-story main building. Qur salesman did not inform us of
this when we signed on.

Starting this February, less than a year since we moved here, demolition of the lovely cottages
surrounding us is set to begin. After that a new main building would be built, residents moved
into it, and the main building demolished. If we chose to stay here, we’d face 5-7 years of
construction noise, dust, confusion, and stress. As soon as the new building has been finished,
demolition of the Old Building would commence.

Ahead of us the new building will obstruct our magnificent view and behind us the demolition
of the old building. Gone will be the spacious green lawn spread out before us and in its place
will be a maze of brownstone 2-3 family units. The beautiful grounds will disappear under the
load of project-like residences.

This “Old” building is sturdy, in good repair and thoroughly adequate for the needs of our
elderly residents. It would be a monumental waste of a perfectly good building and a disservice
to the present elderly residents who are very vulnerable with health issues and impaired ability
to deal with the stress of radical change. My wife Beverly has COPD and asthma and has
difficult time breathing as it is. The dust and contaminated air might will severely aggravate her
condition and even pose a threat to her life. There are many other residents with compromised

respiratory systems.




But the threat goes beyond the Gardens and will extend out into the entire Des Moines and
surrounding areas. Not too long ago the EPA had declared nearby Maury Island contaminated
with decades of poliution from the old ASARCO smelter, so much so that the EPA felt the need
for drastic action. A conveyor belt was to be built from Maury to DM where the contaminated
soil was to be hauled away by an endless stream of big trucks. The DM City Council at the
behest of concerned citizens wisely decided to reject the EPA solution.

The same wind that carried the contamination to nearby Maury Island blows across Des Moines
and surrounding areas. The contaminated soil around here is probably covered with grass and
buildings encapsulating the arsenic and other hazardous materials. Opening up the soil and
spreading the contaminants into the air will be a great environmental threat to the area. The
Gardens covers a large portion of land in the midst of Des Moines capable of contaminating the
air of Des Moines and surrounding areas. It would be especially damaging to the elderly
residents living at Ground Zero!

Not only is the destruction and rebuilding of Wesley Gardens an environmental threat, it is a
blatant assault on the health and safety of its vulnerable residents, an extreme instance of Eider
abuse,

Why this monumental waste and threat to the environment? | suspect for-profit developers
masquerading as non-profit charity organizations are out to make bucks off the suffering of us
Old Folks. Their sweetheart deal is to use the nonprofit status to build their for-profit
enterprises which will ultimately be sold to them. When that happens, all the oid nonprofit
contracts will be replaced with new for-profit contracts. This may be legal for profiteers, but it
is an immoral assault on the elderly residents

We have two notable examples of this, the former Masonic Home purchased by Goldmark and
Foundation House in Federal Way purchased by Brookdale with more to come!

I urge the DM City Council to reconsider the permit to Wesley for the demolition and
reconstruction of the Gardens out of concern for the vulnerable residents and the health and
safety of the surrounding communities.

Al human lives matter; Old Folks’ lives STILL matter!

Thank you!





