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B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS
1. Earth

No impacts to earth resources are anticipated as a result of the proposed amendments to the City
of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan. There are no proposed changes to goals, policies or
strategies that would directly affect earth resources. See Section D.

a. General description of the site (circle one): Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes,
mountainous, other......

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is non-project action.
However, portions of the City of Des Moines contain areas which can be defined as
rolling, hilly, steep slopes, and ravine-sidewalls.

b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is non-project action.
However, the City of Des Moines contains slopes in excess of 45 %.

¢. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel,
peat, muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural seils, specify them and note
any prime farmland.

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is non-project action.

d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?
If so, describe.

'The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is non-project action.
However, the City of Des Moines does contain geological hazard areas due the potential of
liquefaction or history of unstable soils.

¢. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or grading
proposed. Indicate source of fill.

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is a non-project action.
However, future project actions would be subject to further review consistent with the Des
Moines Municipal Code and State Regulations on a case-by-case basis.

f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally
describe.
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The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is a non-project action.
However, future project actions would be subject to further review consistent with the Des
Moines Municipal Code and State Regulations on a case-by-case basis.

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is a non-project action.
However, future project actions would be subject to further review consistent with the Des
Moines Municipal Code and State Regulations on a case-by-case basis.

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if
any:

No development activity is proposed in conjunction with this non-project action;
therefore, there are no erosion or other impacts to the earth. Any erosion related impacts
created by future project actions during construction and clearing activities will be
mitigated by compliance with the Des Moines Municipal Code, the King County Surface
Water Design Manual Appendix D, and appropriate State regulations. Additionally all
future project actions will require the submittal of a Temporary Erosion and
Sedimentation Control Plan (TESC) pursuant to DMMC 14.24. See Section B.1,

2. Air

a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the preposal (i.e., dust,
automobile, odors, industrial wood smoke) during construction and when the project is
completed? If any, generally describe and give approximate quantities if known.

The proposal is a non-project action. No development activity is directly associated with
this proposal. The proposal will not directly result in emissions to the air of any kind.

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If
so, generally describe.

The proposal is a non-project action. No construction is associated with this proposal;
therefore, it will not result in emissions or odors, nor will it be affected by any kind of
emissions.

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any;
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The proposal is a non-project action which will not result in emissions or odors, nor will it
be affected by any kind of emissions since there is no construction associated with the
proposal. Therefore, no mitigation measures are proposed.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as require by the Des
Moines Municipal Code and the City’s SEPA rules. All projects will be evaluated for
potential air impacts in accordance with applicable polices, rules, and regulations adopted
by the City of Des Moines. Any impact will be appropriately mitigated in accordance with
local and state requirements for air impacts. See Section D.1.

3. Water

No impacts to water resources are anticipated to result from the proposed amendments to the
City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan.

a. Surface:

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site
(including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If

ves, describe type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it
flows into.

The proposal does not specifically affect an individual site since it is a non-project
action. The City of Des Moines abuts the Puget Sound and Barnes Creek, McSorley
Creek, Massey Creek, Redondo Creek and Des Moines Creek run through the City.

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the
described waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

This is a non-project action; therefore, no development will occur over, in, or adjacent
to any surface water body as part of the proposal. Impacts on surface water resources
and wetlands will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis, and if future development is
proposed in the vicinity of any surface waters or wetlands, the project action will be
consistent with the requirements codified in DMMC 18.86 “Environmentally Critical
Areas” and the City’s Shoreline Master Program. Any impacts will be evaluated and
the City will determine the appropriate mitigation of any potential adverse impacts.

There are wetlands on properties associated with Amendment 2011-1. Wetland
characteristics were evaluated under a separate SEPA review and environmental
documents as referenced in Section A.8. of this checklist.
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3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or
removed from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would
he affected. Indicate the source of fill material.

This is a non-project action; therefore, no filling or dredging of surface waters or
wetlands will occur under the proposal.

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

No.

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site
plan.

Portions of the City of Des Moines as well as some city parks are located in the 100-year
floodplain. As a non-project action, no development will occur within the 100-year
floodplain.

Projects which are not categorically exempt from SEPA and require a City approved
permit will be subject to review under the City’s SEPA implementing ordinance
(DMMC 16.04).

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If
so, describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

No.
b. Ground:

1) Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground water?
Give general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

No.

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks
or other sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the
following chemicals. . . ; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system,
the number of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the
number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.
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This is a non-project action; therefore, no conveyance of waste materials to
groundwater will occur under the proposal.

c. Water runoff (including stormwater):

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection
and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? Will
this water flow into other waters? If so, describe.

This is a non-project action; therefore, there it will not result in additional sources of
runoff.

2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe,

No.

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water
impacts, if any:

This is a non-project action which will not result in additional runoff nor will it affect
surface water or groundwater; therefore, no mitigation measures are proposed. Future
project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by the Des Moines
Municipal Code and the SEPA rules. Projects which are not categorically exempt from
SEPA and require a City approved permit will be subject to review under the City’s
SEPA implementing ordinance (DMMC 16.04). See Section D.1 and D5.

4. Plants

N/A

a. Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site;

deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other
evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other
shrubs

grass

pasture

crop or grain

[ | e [ e e e

wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other
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X water plants: water lily, eelgrass, miifoil, other

— other types of vegetation

b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?

The proposal 1s a non-project action. No construction is associated with this proposal;
therefore, it will not result in removal or the alteration of any vegetation.

¢. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.
None known.

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or
enhance vegetation on the site, if any:

The proposal is a non-project action, it does not directly involve landscaping or vegetation
enhancement.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by the Des
Moines Municipal Code and SEPA rules. All future site specific actions are subject to the
City of Des Moines landscaping code (DMMC 18.41). Projects which are not
categorically exempt from SEPA and require a City approved permit will be subject to
review under the City’s SEPA implementing ordinance (DMMC 16.04). Any impact as a
result of future project to native vegetation will be appropriately mitigated under SEPA
substantive authority,

5. Animals

a. Circle any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site or are
known to be on or near the site:

The following types of animals have been observed in Des Moines:
birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other: Pigeon Guillemot (State PHS)
mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other: river otter, sea lions, seals
fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other: surf smelt, sand lance

b. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.

Bald eagles have been known to utilize the Puget Sound area for foraging and roosting.
There are bald eagle nesting sites in Des Moines. (City of Des Moines, 2005).

10
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Bull trout and Chinook salmon use Puget Sound as part of their migratory corridor.
Critical habitat for Chinook salmon extends from the Puget Sound shoreline out to the
maximum depth of the photic zonel. Bull trout critical habitat extends offshore to a depth
of 10 meters. Both fish may use the areas near the mouth of Des Moines Creek, for
foraging habitat (City of Des Moines, 2003).

The presence of humpbacked whales within the vicinity of the project site is considered
rare.

Stellar’s sea lion are known to occur frequently within Puget Sound, but are typically
found further north. There is no known marine mammal habitat within the Beach Park
(City of Des Moines, 2005).

In late 2005 the distinct population segment of the Southern Resident killer whale
(Orcinus orca), commonly referred to as Orcas, was listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act. On November 28, 20006, the entire Puget Sound was designated
as Critical Habitat for the Orcas (NOAA, 2006). The presence of Orcas within the vicinity
of the project site is considered rare.

c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain,

Adult salmonids migrate through the Puget Sound and into creeks within Des Moines.
Juvenile anadromous salmoinds migrate from spawning areas within Des Moines Creek,
Massey Creek and McSorely Creck then to the Puget Sound.

The Puget Sound is also a migratory route for several other species, including the
humpbacked whale, orcas, and bull trout. These species are not known to reside or forage
within the creeks located in Des Moines. The City of Des Moines is also located in the
Pacific Flyway used by migratory birds.

d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:

This is a non-project action; therefore, no mitigation to preserve or enhance wildlife is
proposed.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by the SEPA
rules, and will be evaluated for wildlife impacts in accordance with the policies, rules, and
regulations adopted by the City of Des Moines to prevent and mitigate impacts to wildlife.

Refer to Sections D.2 and D.4 for additional discussion related to potential animal impacts
and mitigation associated with this non-project action.

11
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6. Energy and natural resources

a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to
meet the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for
heating, manufacturing, etc.

This is a non-project action; therefore, there it will not create any additional needs for
energy.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as require by the Des
Moines Municipal Code and the City’s SEPA rules. All projects will be evaluated for
potential energy impacts in accordance with applicable polices, rules, and regulations
adopted by the City of Des Moines. Any impact will be appropriately mitigated in
accordance with local and state requirements.

See Section D.3.

b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?
If so, generally describe.

This is a non-project action; therefore, there it will not affect the potential use of solar
energy within Des Moines.

¢. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this
proposal?

List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:

There are no associated energy impacts with this non-project action. Therefore, no
mitigation measures are proposed,

7. Environmental health

a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals,
risk of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this
proposal?

If so, describe.

No; this is a non-project action.

12
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1) Describe special emergency services that might be required.
Since this is a non-project action it will not require emergency services.
2) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:

None, since no adverse impacts are anticipated with this non-project action.

b. Noise

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:
traffic, equipment, operation, other)?

The proposal is not site specific. However, the City of Des Moines is impacted by noise
generated by the Sea-Tac International Airport at levels which exceed 50 Ldns.

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project
on a short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation,
other)? Indicate what hours noise would come from the site.

Since this is a non-project action there are no associated noise impacts; therefore,
mitigation measures are not proposed as part of the Comprehensive Plan Amendments.
New development would be subject to existing sound transmission ordinance which
requires indoor noise levels are reduced by approximately 30 dBA as compared to
exterior noise levels. Potential noise impacts associated with new development will be
reviewed under separate SEPA analysis.

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:
New developments would be subject to existing sound transmission ordinance which
requires indoor noise levels are reduced by approximately 30 dBA as compared to
exterior noise levels, Potential noise impacts associated with new development will be
reviewed under separate SEPA analysis. See Section D, 1.
8. Land and shoreline use
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties?
The City of Des Moines is highly developed and has well-established patterns of land use.

The City 1s predominantly developed as a single family residential community, with

13



ENVIRONMENTAL CHECRLIST EVALUATION
FOR
TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT AGENCY USE
ONLY

multifamily and commercial development located in the downtown/marina area, and along
Pacific Highway, Interstate-5 and arterial streets, such as Kent-Des Moines Road.

b. Has the site been used for agriculture? If so, describe.

Yes. Historically areas within the City of Des Moines were used for timber activity,
agriculture, and raising domestic stock.

c. Describe any structures on the site.

Structures within the City of Des Moines include single family residences, multifamily
structures, commercial buildings, and public facilities.

d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?
No; this is a non-project action.
e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?

There are multiple land use zones in the City of Des Moines, To view Des Moines Zoning
map, please refer to the City’s website at:

http://www.desmoineswa.gov/maps/maps.html

f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?

There are multiple comprehensive plan designations for the City of Des Moines. To view
the Des Moines Comprehensive Plan map, please refer to the City’s website at:
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/maps/maps.html

g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?

Des Moines Shoreline Master Program divides Des Moines' shoreline into four shoreline
environments: “high-intensity,” “urban conservancy,” “shoreline residential,” and
“aquatic” environments.

L1

h. Has any part of the site been classified as an "environmentally sensitive" area? If
S0, specify.

Many areas within the City of Des Moines are classified as “environmentally sensitive.” Des
Moines’ sensitive areas maps that can be views on the City’s website at:
http://www.desmoineswa.gov/maps/maps.html

14



ENVIRONMENTAL CHECRKLIST EVALUATION
FOR
TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT AGENCY USE
ONLY

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?

None; this is a non-project action. Independent economic development efforts may result in
increased redevelopment activity within the City of Des Moines. Specific projects would be
reviewed with respect to the job and housing capacity established in the Comprehensive
Plan.

Jj- Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?

None; this is a non-project action. Independent economic development efforts may result in
increased redevelopment activity within the City of Des Moines and may result in some
displacements.

K. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:

Since this is a non-project action, there are no associated displacement impacts; therefore,
mitigation measures are not proposed as part of the 2011 Comprehensive Plan amendments.
Potential displacements associated with specific project actions will be reviewed under
separate analysis.

1. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected
land uses and plans, if any:

Proposed amendments to the City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan are intended to ensure
the plan and implementing regulations are consistent with State requirements and the Des
Moines Municipal Code. The Goals, Policies and Implementation Strategies established in
the Plan are intended to minimize the potential for adverse impact associated with
incompatible land uses,

See Section D.5.
9. Housing

a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing,

Since this is a non-project action, no housing units would be created. In the future,
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan proposed goals, policies and/or strategies that are
part of the 2011 Comprehensive Plan amendments could result in the creation of housing.
Project specific actions would be evaluated under separate environmental reviews.

15
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Establishing an affordable housing “Targeted Area” in the South Des Moines
Neighborhood would provide additional opportunities to meet the City’s housing targets as
established by the Puget Sound Regional Council’s Vision 2040 regional growth strategy
and the Growth Management Act (chapter 36.70A RCW) and would also provide
opportunities to locate affordable housing in close proximity to jobs and high capacity
transit.

b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing,.

Since this is a non-project action, no housing units would be eliminated.
¢. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:

Since this is a non-project action, no housing units would be affected; therefore, no
mitigation measures are proposed.

10. Aesthetics

a. What is the tallest height of any preposed structure(s), not including antennas; what
is the principal exterior building material(s) proposed?

Since this is a non-project action, there would be no development activity or structures
constructed as part of the 2011 Comprehensive Plan amendments. Future development
activity could result in additional building construction; however, building heights are
limited by zoning regulations established in the Des Moines Municipal Code.

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?

Since this 1s a non-project action, there would be no development activity or structures
constructed that would alter or obstruct views. Building heights are limited by zoning
regulations established in the Des Moines Municipal Code to mitigate potential view
impacts.

¢, Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:

This is a non-project action; no construction is associated with the proposal. Therefore, no
mitigation measures are proposed as part of the proposal.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by the Des Moines
Municipal Code and SEPA rules.

16
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Any future site specific development proposal could be subject to review under the City’s
Design Review Code (DMMC 18.58) which was established to protect, preserve, and
enhance the social, cultural , economic, environmental, aesthetic, and natural values that
constitute the desirable quality and unique character of Des Moines. Development within
the Downtown Neighborhood and Pacific Ridge Neighborhoods would be subject to review
under the adopted design guidelines for these neighborhoods.

11. Light and glare

a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it
mainly occur?

No development activity will occur in conjunction with this non-project action; therefore, no
new sources of light or glare will be produced. Future project actions will be reviewed to
determine potential light and glare impacts in accordance with the Des Moines Municipal
Code and SEPA rules.

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with
views?

No development activity will occur in conjunction with this non-project action; therefore, the
proposal would not produce a safety hazard or interefere with views as a result of light or
glare. Future project actions will be reviewed to determine potential light and glare impacts
in accordance with the Des Moines Municipal Code and SEPA rules.

¢. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?

No development activity will occur in conjunction with this non-project action; therefore, the
proposal would not be affected by off-site sources of light or glare. Portions of the City of
Des Moines are illuminated by use of publicly-owned light standards, lighting on private
property, vehicle headlights and illuminated signs. During the review of future specific
project actions, additional sources of off-site light or glare will be evaluated in accordance
with the Des Moines Municipal Code and SEPA rules.

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:

This is a non-project action; no construction is associated with the proposal. Therefore, no
mitigation measures are proposed as part of the proposal.

Future development will also comply with Chapter 18.44 DMMC which limits the height of
lighting.

17
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12. Recreation

a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate
vicinity?

The City of Des Moines has numerous recreational opportunities. The Des Moines Parks,
Recreation and Senior Services Master Plan identifies existing parks and facilities and future
proposed land acquisitions, facility renovations and repair and new development projects.

b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe.
None.

¢. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:

This is a non project action which will not displace any existing recreational uses; therefore
no mitigation measures are proposed. Most parks and facilities owned by the City of Des
Moines were acquired through government transfers of property or with grant funds that
stipulate mitigation for project impacts and have recorded deeds that do not allow for
supplanting.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by the Des Moines
Municipal Code and SEPA rules.

13. Historic and cultural preservation

a. Are there any places or objects listed on, or proposed for, national, state, or local
preservation registers known to be on or next to the site? If so, generally describe,

Des Moines Beach Park was listed on the King County Register of Historic Places in 1988
and on the Washington State Heritage register and National Register of Historic Places on
January 11, 2006 (NRIS, 2006).

The Des Moines Field House Park was listed on the King County Register of Historic Places
in 1984 and was nominated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 2009,

Other unidentified historic places or objects could be located within the City of Des Moines.

18
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b. Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, scientific,
or cultural importance known to be on or next to the site.

The proposal is not site specific. Information related to the historic and cultural preservation
is contained on the City’s website at http://www.desmoineswa.gov.

Additional information related to historic preservation is identified within the document,
titled Historic Properties Survey: City of Des Moines, dated April 1995.

¢. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any:

This is a non-project action which will not impact any existing historic landmarks or
objects of archeological or cultural importance since there is no construction associated
with the proposal. Therefore, mitigation measures are not proposed as part of the proposal.
Future site specific project actions will be subject to environmental review as required by
the Des Moines Municipal Code and the SEPA rules.

14, Transportation

a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe proposed access
to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.

The proposal is not site specific. However, the City of Des Moines is served by the
following major public streets or highways: Interstate 5, State Route 99 (Pacific Highway
South), State Route 516 (Kent-Des Moines Road) and State Route 509 (Marine View
Drive). There are other arterials, collectors and local streets that serve the City of Des
Moines.

b. Is site currently served by public transit? If not, what is the approximate distance to
the nearest transit stop?

The proposal is not site specific. The following bus routes operate within the City of Des
Moines: King County Metro Routes 121, 122, 131, 132, 166, 174, 175 and 191, Sound
Transit Route 574. The City is located adjacent to RapidRide Stop Line A.

¢. How many parking spaces would the completed project have? How many would the
project eliminate?

This is a non-project action which will not create or eliminate parking spaces since there is
no construction associated with the proposal.
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d. Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements to existing
roads or streets, not including driveways? If so, generally describe (indicate whether
public or private).

This is a non-project action which will not require any new roads, streets, or improvements
to existing roads or streets since there is no construction associated with the proposal.

e. Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air
transportation? If so, generally describe.

This is a non-project action to adopt the 2011 Amendments to Des Moines Comprehensive
Plan. No specific use of water, rail, or air transportation is assoctated with this proposal,

f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project? If
known, indicate when peak volumes would occur.

This is a non-project action which will not create new vehicular trips since there is no
construction associated with the proposal.

g. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:

This is a non-project action which will not create transportation impacts since there is no
construction associated with the proposal.

Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as require by the Des
Moines Municipal Code and the SEPA rules. Further discussion related to possible
transportation impacts and mitigation is provided in Section D) Sub point 6 since this is a
non-project action.

15, Public services

a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire
protection, police protection, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe.

This is a non-project action which will not create new demand for public services since
there is no construction associated with the proposal.

As redevelopment occurs, there may be a proportional increase in the demand for public

services; however, this growth is not beyond the capacity currently anticipated in the Des
Moines Comprehensive Plan and associated public service plans.
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b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.

This is a non-project action which will not create public service impacts since there is no
construction associated with the proposal. Therefore, mitigation measures are not proposed
as part of the proposal. Future project actions will be subject to environmental review as
required by the Des Moines Municipal Code and the SEPA rules. Projects which are not
categorically exempt for SEPA and require a City approved permit will be subject to
review under the City’s SEPA implementing ordinance (DMMC 16.04).

A further discussion related to possible public service impacts and mitigation is provided in
Section D.6 since this is a non-project action.

16. Utilities

a. Circle utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse
service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other,

The proposal is not site specific. However, the City of Des Moines is served by the
following utilities: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary
sewer, and individual septic systems,

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the
service, and the general construction activities on the sife or in the immediate vicinity
which might be needed.

This is a non-project action which will not create require additional public utilities since
there is no construction associated with the proposal. Future project actions will be subject
to environmental review as required by the Des Moines Municipal Code and the SEPA
rules. A further discussion related to possible utility impacts and mitigation is provided in
Section D.6 since this is a non-project action.

C. SIGNATURE

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the
lead agency is rel ing on them to make its decision.
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D, SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS

1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air;
production, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise?

The proposed 2011 amendments to the City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan would not lead
to increased discharge to water; emissions to air; production, storage, or release of toxic or
hazardous substances; or production of noise. Specific projects that develop as a result of plan
implementation would be evaluated for impacts under the DMMC including those identified in
this question.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are:

Proposed amendments to Des Moines’ Comprehensive Plan add policy language that
supports the development of business, jobs and housing in areas with transit access. This
could indirectly reduce petroleum consumption and the environmental impact of
greenhouse gases; thereby improving air quality.

Proposed Amendments 2011-1 and 2011-2 would change the land use designation for
specified properties in the North Hill Neighborhood from SF-Single Family to BP-Business
Park (Figures 1 and 3). This change would preclude new residential development from
locating in close proximity to noise and pollution sources from SeaTac Airport.

Proposed goals/policies/strategies related to active living would help facilitate the creation
of pedestrian and bicycle amenities, reduce gaps in physical activity and provide safe
routes to school. Indirectly, this could lead to more people bicyeling and walking thereby
reducing vehicle trips and associated petroleum consumption and greenhouse gas
emissions.

2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?
The proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments would not directly affect plants, animals, fish
or marine life. Future project actions may require acquisition or use of land that may currently

benefit plants, animals, fish or marine life and would be evaluated for consistency with Des
Moines Municipal Code and SEPA rules.
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Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are:

Future project and site specific actions would be subject to review under the City’s Grading
Code (DMMC 14,24}, Environmentally Critical Areas Code (DMMC 18.86), Shoreline
Master Program (DMMC 18.90) and the Landscaping Code (DMMC 18.41). These codes
require that impacts to native vegetation and wildlife habitat will be addressed as a
component of the land use review. If impacts are identified during the review the code
requires that the impact be appropriately mitigated as part of approval of the project action.
Compliance with the applicable provisions of the DMMC will adequately mitigate any
probable significant adverse vegetative impacts for project that would be exempt from
SEPA. Therefore, additional mitigation would not be required under SEPA substantive
authority since appropriate mitigation for the scale of the projects is within the City’s
current development regulations.

Measures related to Amendment 2011-1 are documented in previous environmental review
documents as referenced in Section A.8.

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?

As a non-project action, proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan would not result in
depletion of energy or natural resources.

Future projects and site specific actions would be subject to SEPA review.
Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are:

Compliance with the applicable provisions of the DMMC and state law will adequately
mitigate any probable significant adverse energy impacts for project which would be
deemed categorically exempt from SEPA. Therefore, additional mitigation would not be
required under SEPA substantive authority since appropriate mitigation for the scale of the
projects is within the City’s current development regulations.

See Section D.2.

4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or
areas designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks,
wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or
cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands?

The proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments would not amend the rules regarding the use
or protection of environmentally sensitive areas, Future development projects, may affect
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environmentally sensitive areas which would be mitigated with design of the project and
subject to SEPA review.
Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:

Future project and site specific actions would be subject to review under the City’s
Environmentally Critical Ares Code (DMMC 18.86), and the Landscaping Code (DMMC
18.41). These codes require that impacts to environmentally sensitive areas will be
addressed as a component of the land use review. If impacts are identified during the review the
code requires that the impact be appropriately mitigated as part of approval of the land use action.

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it
would allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

Proposed amendments to the City of Des Moines Comprehensive Plan would change the land
use map designation for identified areas in the North Hill Neighborhood from SF- Single
Family to BP-Business Park use. These changes would reduce land use conflicts related to
the establishment of single family residences within and adjacent to the South Airport
Transition Zone (ATZ) for the 3" runway at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (Sea-Tac
Airport) as well as designated industrial lands to the north and east that are located within the
City of SeaTac. This change is consistent with the policies established in the Washington
State Department of Transportation’s Airports and Compatible Land Use Guidebook
(Publication #M3074.00, January 2011).

Proposed amendments to the Housing Element would establish an affordable housing
“Targeted Area” in the South Des Moines Neighborhood. This change meets the intent of the
Housing Element to “Encourage the development, preservation, or replacement of housing
stock that is affordable to all economic segments of the community.” Establishing an
affordable housing “Targeted Area” would also provide opportunities to meet the City’s
housing targets as established by the Puget Sound Regional Council’s Vision 2040 regional
growth strategy and the Growth Management Act (chapter 36.70A RCW) and provide higher
density housing that is close to jobs and transit. It also supports the mission and goals
established in 2008 for the Envision Midway project to establish transit oriented communities
near light rail station areas that “provide for a mix of land uses, job opportunities and housing
choices.”

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are:

Future project actions would be subject to review under the City’s Zoning Code (DMMC
Title 18), and the Des Moines Comprehensive Plan, and the Preferred Land Use Map.
Compliance with the applicable provisions of the DMMC will adequately mitigate any
probable significant adverse energy impacts for projects deemed categorically exempt
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from SEPA. Therefore, additional mitigation would not be required under SEPA
substantive authority since appropriate mitigation for the scale of the projects is within the
City’s current development regulations,

Proposed amend the Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan to add goals, policies
and strategies are intended to recognize Highline Community College (HCC) as an
institutional campus in the City of Des Moines. This amendment will help to facilitate
changes to the land use designation and zoning in support of HCC’s redevelopment plans
that are being defined in their Campus Master Plan update that is currently underway.

6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public
services and utilities?

This is a non-project action which will not create new vehicular trips or increase demands on
transportation, public services, utilities or parking since there is no construction associated
with the proposal. Proposed land use changes in the North Hill Neighborhood would change
the type of trips generated by future development from residential oriented trips to business
oriented trips.

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are:

Future project specific development actions will be subject to the City of Des Moines
environmental review and other development regulations at the time of application.
Compliance with relevant regulations should adequately mitigate any probable significant
adverse energy impacts for project which would be exempt from SEPA. Therefore,
additional mitigation would not be required under SEPA substantive authority since
appropriate mitigation for the scale of the project is within the City’s current development
regulations.

Proposed amendments to establish an affordable housing “Targeted Area” in the South
Des Moines Neighborhood would meet goals/policies/strategies established in Land Use
Element of the Comprehensive Plan as well as the mission and vision 2008 for the
Envision Midway project which focused establishing transit oriented communities near
light rail station areas that provided for a mix of land uses, job opportunities and housing
choices.
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7. Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws
or requirements for the protection of the environment.

Future project specific development actions will be subject to the City of Des Moines
environmental review and other development regulations at the time of application. This
proposal does not conflict with any local, state, or federal laws relating to the protection of the
environment.
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